
Essential reading on mixed attainment teaching and ‘ability’ grouping 
 
 
‘The ‘more able’ loved it; they enjoyed being the ‘bright’ ones and having ‘special’ challenges 
set by the teacher. They also saw working with the teacher as a negative. The middle group 
were annoyed that they didn't get the same work and challenges as the other group; they 

wanted to try harder work but they had worked out they would never be moved up as there 
were only six seats on the top table. The ‘less able’ were affected the most. They felt ‘dumb’, 
useless, they thought they would never be allowed challenges as they usually worked with 

the teaching assistant (some by year 5 were completely dependent on the teaching assistant 
to help them). This ‘less able’ group liked the sound of some of the challenges the top group 

had, but knew they would never get the chance’. 
 

from Peacock (2016) Assessment for Learning without Limits; also cited by Myatt, in 
Rowland (ed) (2017) Learning without Labels.   
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